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by GIen F. Ilanson
Vtce Prestd.ent, Region
Ameriean lrls Society
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PSE$IDEI{T'S_lEgg4S"

EeIIo again!

The smell of faII ls Ln the atr, and I'm sure you have aLI been busy iu the
garden. AJ-though the weather tsn't very cooperatlve, I hope you have adclecl at
least a coupl-e of the new varletles to your eolLecttons. fhere are so rrany, lt ls
hard to choose between them.

Scorch has been on the rampage 1n most gardens, and eaeh has hls own way of treat-
Lng for thls bllght. It wlLL be of great lnterest to get the reports on how they
turn out next sprlng, so pl-ease keep a reeord so ue can eompare notes.

Our next ueeting wllL be heLd September L5th, with Gi-en Eanson ln charge of the
progran. As there w111" be several thtngs of lmportance to be dLseussed, we would
ltke a better thau average turnout. Remeuber, thls ts your soelety, ancl lts
pollcles coneera each and every one of you.

Let's also glve a thought vben rener,rlng our t96? aues to add. our membership to tbe
Ir{tnnesota Hort. fhis organizatlon does uore than lssue a nagaatne; Lts researeb
is the heart of our state, and its conservatton program affects us aII. It neecls
our help to keep growlng aud healtby.

Our lris Show fared much better than we dared hope for, aad with the addltion of
the peony, made for much eolor. Tbe report on the auetton wasn't qutte up to par,
but we dld uake expenses for tbe year. A fuII report wlII be uade at the
Septenber meeting.

see you arl then' 
cbarlotte schoene
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19-56 pls cor[\JENTIoN

Davld Slnrtt, who nor,r ltves ln Chlcago, was thoughtful enough to send us news of
hls vlsit to the Dwarf Irls Soclety neettng at Indtanapolls. His report follows:

Last sprtng I was able to attend the Central Area annual neetlng of the Dwarf Iris
Soeiety oa lrtay 7 and B tn Nobtesvl.Lle, Indlana. fhe timing of tbe meeting anci
bloonotng season was sueh that only the Later dwarf lrls ancl tbe standard dwarfs
(fttffputs) were Ln full- bloorn, but then there ls nothlng lrrong wlth that.

0f the dwarf trts (tOB) tnat f saw, only tvo were new to me tbat I conslderecl
very outstandtng. One was I{uIa DoIt (Afta Brown, L96l+), a very attracttve and
bright vartegati on aisplayET?ilE Mclntosh's garden in CameL, Indiana. fbe
o'i.her was Lemon &fI, (gonnle Dunbar , L96r), a lernon yeLlow wlth whlte faIls,
;'cll-ow uarE6lffi-Slenty of personailty rn- a eol-or that J.s not strongly representect
:r"ri tr.warfs. Tbis $ras on dtspLay ln the garden of lts orlglnator, Bonnie Dunbar,
::.'ir fndlanapolls.

Fcur garclens were lncluded ln the sent-officLal" meetlng tour. 0f course, the DIS
Cc:ntral Area test Garden ln lVoblesvtlle was one, operated by Barney and Ema ffobbs.
fhls has been the Central Area Test Garden only for the last two years, slnce
Walter We1ch passed on the operation of the Mid.dlebury Test @rden to the Eobbsrs.
Mueh of the gartlen ls newly planted so lt was somervhat dloappofntlng. I trust
that tt wlLI be better ln future years.

Bruee Mclntosh's garden ln Carnel coneentrates on the coLlected specles of dwarfs,
and the later ones Ilke I. balkana were blooming weII. The setting ls that of a
rockgardenrvitbeunkenffirnd'ingoneoftherockgardensatKewxnEngLanil,
and. the tlny speeles tbus bloom at or near eye level and can be vlewed ancl
appreelated without getting on hands and knees. ft was the nost attractlve settlag
for droarfs of the four.

Bonnte Dunbar, presldeat of the DIS, bas a garden that takes aloost everXr sguare
Lnch of her Indlanapolls yard. BesLdes dwarf irl.ses, she grows rnany stanclard
dwarfs ancl other types and there wcre nany thlngs to see.

EarL Boberts t officlal Mecltan Irts llbst C'arden ln south Indlanapolls was the
fourth gartlen I saw, and the largest by far of tbe group. Of eourse, the standard
dwarfs were puttlng on a goocL sbow there, too.

A fes cornments about tbe standard dwarf seedliags ancl named varietles that I saw
woulcl be of lnterest to some of you I'm sure. Bonnle Dunbar was working on names
for selections of Ee1en Doriot's SDB seedllngs ln the lrlylon Sertes (an unattrac-
tlve sertes name for a most outstandtng group of irtses ln nqf optnlon). The one
that appealed to ne nost was an unrsual blend numbered A4-62; lt wlll probably
be named Nylon Calleo. Among the seedllngs Ln EarI Roberts' Medlan frls f'test
Gardea, several juctges comuented favorably on two of u6i. seedLtngs that vere bl,oon-
tng well. Ihey were F-]OI (Inca Chtef X Sulina), a bold ancl brtl}lant varlegata
desertbed as the brlgltest thlng in the garden, and E-700 (Inca Ctllef X Sultna),
a soft tan wlth a bLg pLm-purpLe spot ln the falls. The .A.IS Prellutnary Avardlg
report Llsts F-fOf as wLaner of an 8.C., ry flrst award for arqr lr1s. EarI
Robertst oun SDB fLantngo plnk serles was very spectacular. It lnclucles aII shad,es
and types of plnks ln nany fLower styLes--buff plaks, apricot plnks, rose plnlcs,
b:i.-tones, you name lt. One has so far been named, I€reJ.



other outstandtng naraed SDB's lncluded: Plum Cqlg (Valette, t963)r. a small
arlI-type flower l.n uaroon color, wttu arIIffielns; Clrclette (Goett, L963),
by far the best clwarf or medLan plicata I've seea, d.eep clear vlolet oo pure
whtte with excell,ent form, !to.tb1*,-(Peterson, 1964), a very attractlve smooth
grey blend; Green Mgteor (llotseh, 1963), a Ltght blue wtth Large green spot tn
the fa[s--an attraettve coLor combtnatl.on; and three of the yellow-blue beard
group, eaeh very different from the others: Arrapg?mgnt,.(eoett, L963), a brown
Itendea bicolor wlth blue beard; Laughter (stffil.FT), elear true yellow
wi.th11ghtb}uebeard.;andg}gu}@'(t,larburton,i963)softtanandgo1d
r^'i.',:h brlght deep blue beard. One other outstandlng varlety was the lnter-
m:c:.iate (IB) of EarI Hoberts ln hls ELfln Serles, EIIIn Aptlqug (Roberts, L96l+),
a:: a.atlque gold with heavy' orange beard.

ft vas a most enJoyable trip, and the dogwoods auo redbuds ln fuII bloom between
pa:'dens made lt that much more so. Fron a pereonaL polnt of view, it conflrmed
n-.r bellef that some of my own seedllngs are outstandlng, and some noy be named
a.nd introC.uced. 1n the next few years. I'urther confirnatlon of thl.s comes from
the DIS Tr st Garden at Onaha, u'here the only seedltng of n:ine that bl-ooned,
rL-,"arf seedltng G-I00 (Sprtng Joy X ?), a red-vlolet with J-ight beard, was
reported' worthy of lntrooui*l"l'* 
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To keep our membershtp lnformed ahout lris lovers as we}l as the loved LrLs,
please let me know of nenbers who are hospltallzed or 11I beyonct the usual colds,
ete. Any other speclal news of members wilL be appreclated, too.

Deadllne to reaeh me for prtntl.ng is the first of the month. Just call Grace
Carroek, 825-4697.
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A GARDEN

A garden ls a sunny room
Where peonles and pansles bI-oom,
A musle haII where aII day long
Blrd.s fitt the sheltered nocks wlth song.

A garCen is a magic spaee
tll:ere mtracles are taktng plaee,
An0 nature, out of ieafy mold,
ProCuees phlo>l and. marigold.

A garden is a gallery gay
With lovely plctures on displaX,
A church where state3-y l-illes nod
And men d.raw very elose to God..

--Ed.gar A. Guest

tF re tF * {r r& * tT * * * * +T * rt * tT *


